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Wagner Without Fear: Learning To Love--and Even Enjoy--Opera's Most Demanding Genius By
William Berger. Change your behavior to put up or throw away the moment to just chat with your pals. It is
done by your everyday, do not you feel bored? Now, we will certainly reveal you the extra habit that,
actually it's a very old behavior to do that can make your life much more certified. When feeling burnt out of
always chatting with your buddies all leisure time, you could find guide qualify Wagner Without Fear:
Learning To Love--and Even Enjoy--Opera's Most Demanding Genius By William Berger then read it.

From Publishers Weekly
In this dumbed-down guide, Berger, a librettist and composer, attempts to make Richard Wagner's (1813-
1883) operas accessible to the uninitiated. After a breezy summary of the composer's life, he devotes a
chapter to each of his mature works, interspersing plot outlines with chatty commentary. There is a bit of
performance history, as well as advice on how to pronounce names, get through the rough spots at the
notoriously long performances and when to eat, drink and visit the restroom. He also touches on Wagner's
"pseudo-philosophy," especially his anti-Semitism, but like everything else in this disappointing book, it's all
oversimplified. There is little discussion of the music and too much cuteness: on Act 3 of Tristan, for
example: "These monologues are ballbusters!" and "They're dropping like flies at Castle Kareol!" Some of
the sections entitled "Lobby Talk" are thought-provoking?"Nuremberg as City and Concept" (Meistersinger)
and the speculation about the power of a person's name (Lohengrin), for example. Chapters on Wagner CDs
and the best books to read on the composer and his operas are useful. For the most part, however, Berger
underestimates the reader and trivializes the works. Do we really need to be told that Magdalena, Eva's nurse
in Meistersinger, is a "female companion," not a "medical attendant" and that The Flying Dutchman is
"supposed to be, like, spooky?" It's easy to be facetious about Wagner, but Berger overdoes it. Author tour.
Copyright 1998 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From the Inside Flap
Do you cringe when your opera-loving friends start raving about the latest production of Tristan? Do you
feel faint just thinking about the six-hour performance of Parsifal you were given tickets to? Does your mate
accuse you of having a Tannhauser complex? If you're baffled by the behavior of Wagner worshipers, if
you've longed to fathom the mysteries of Wagner's ever-increasing popularity, or if you just want to better
understand and enjoy the performances you're attending, you'll find this delightful book indispensable.
William Berger is the most helpful guide one could hope to find for navigating the strange and beautiful
world of the most controversial artist who ever lived. He tells you all you need to know to become a true
Wagnerite--from story lines to historical background; from when to visit the rest room to how to sound smart
during intermission; from the Jewish legend that possibly inspired Lohengrin to the tragic death of the first
Tristan. Funny, informative, and always a pleasure to read, Wagner Without Fear proves that the art of
Wagner can be accessible to everyone.



Includes:
- The strange life of Richard Wagner--German patriot (and exile), friend (and enemy) of Liszt and Nietzsche
- Essential opera lore and "lobby talk"
- A scene-by-scene analysis of each opera
- What to listen for to get the most from the music
- Recommended recordings, films, and sound tracks

From the Back Cover
"This book is remarkable because it has the whole story--the operas, a bio, the books about Wagner, the
recordings, and even the movies. . . . it may be 'without fear' but it's not without laughter." --Tony Randall
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Wagner Without Fear: Learning To Love--and Even Enjoy--Opera's Most Demanding Genius By
William Berger. Accompany us to be member below. This is the web site that will offer you alleviate of
browsing book Wagner Without Fear: Learning To Love--and Even Enjoy--Opera's Most Demanding Genius
By William Berger to review. This is not as the other site; guides will be in the kinds of soft data. What
benefits of you to be member of this website? Obtain hundred collections of book link to download and
obtain always updated book everyday. As one of guides we will certainly present to you currently is the
Wagner Without Fear: Learning To Love--and Even Enjoy--Opera's Most Demanding Genius By William
Berger that features a really pleased principle.

This is why we suggest you to constantly visit this web page when you require such book Wagner Without
Fear: Learning To Love--and Even Enjoy--Opera's Most Demanding Genius By William Berger, every book.
By online, you might not getting the book shop in your city. By this on the internet library, you can discover
the book that you really want to check out after for long period of time. This Wagner Without Fear: Learning
To Love--and Even Enjoy--Opera's Most Demanding Genius By William Berger, as one of the advised
readings, has the tendency to be in soft file, as all book collections here. So, you might also not await few
days later to receive and review guide Wagner Without Fear: Learning To Love--and Even Enjoy--Opera's
Most Demanding Genius By William Berger.

The soft data indicates that you should go to the web link for downloading and install then conserve Wagner
Without Fear: Learning To Love--and Even Enjoy--Opera's Most Demanding Genius By William Berger
You have actually possessed the book to check out, you have postured this Wagner Without Fear: Learning
To Love--and Even Enjoy--Opera's Most Demanding Genius By William Berger It is uncomplicated as
going to guide establishments, is it? After getting this brief description, with any luck you can download and
install one and also begin to review Wagner Without Fear: Learning To Love--and Even Enjoy--Opera's
Most Demanding Genius By William Berger This book is very easy to read every time you have the free
time.
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From Publishers Weekly
In this dumbed-down guide, Berger, a librettist and composer, attempts to make Richard Wagner's (1813-
1883) operas accessible to the uninitiated. After a breezy summary of the composer's life, he devotes a
chapter to each of his mature works, interspersing plot outlines with chatty commentary. There is a bit of
performance history, as well as advice on how to pronounce names, get through the rough spots at the
notoriously long performances and when to eat, drink and visit the restroom. He also touches on Wagner's
"pseudo-philosophy," especially his anti-Semitism, but like everything else in this disappointing book, it's all
oversimplified. There is little discussion of the music and too much cuteness: on Act 3 of Tristan, for
example: "These monologues are ballbusters!" and "They're dropping like flies at Castle Kareol!" Some of
the sections entitled "Lobby Talk" are thought-provoking?"Nuremberg as City and Concept" (Meistersinger)



and the speculation about the power of a person's name (Lohengrin), for example. Chapters on Wagner CDs
and the best books to read on the composer and his operas are useful. For the most part, however, Berger
underestimates the reader and trivializes the works. Do we really need to be told that Magdalena, Eva's nurse
in Meistersinger, is a "female companion," not a "medical attendant" and that The Flying Dutchman is
"supposed to be, like, spooky?" It's easy to be facetious about Wagner, but Berger overdoes it. Author tour.
Copyright 1998 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From the Inside Flap
Do you cringe when your opera-loving friends start raving about the latest production of Tristan? Do you
feel faint just thinking about the six-hour performance of Parsifal you were given tickets to? Does your mate
accuse you of having a Tannhauser complex? If you're baffled by the behavior of Wagner worshipers, if
you've longed to fathom the mysteries of Wagner's ever-increasing popularity, or if you just want to better
understand and enjoy the performances you're attending, you'll find this delightful book indispensable.
William Berger is the most helpful guide one could hope to find for navigating the strange and beautiful
world of the most controversial artist who ever lived. He tells you all you need to know to become a true
Wagnerite--from story lines to historical background; from when to visit the rest room to how to sound smart
during intermission; from the Jewish legend that possibly inspired Lohengrin to the tragic death of the first
Tristan. Funny, informative, and always a pleasure to read, Wagner Without Fear proves that the art of
Wagner can be accessible to everyone.
Includes:
- The strange life of Richard Wagner--German patriot (and exile), friend (and enemy) of Liszt and Nietzsche
- Essential opera lore and "lobby talk"
- A scene-by-scene analysis of each opera
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From the Back Cover
"This book is remarkable because it has the whole story--the operas, a bio, the books about Wagner, the
recordings, and even the movies. . . . it may be 'without fear' but it's not without laughter." --Tony Randall

Most helpful customer reviews

5 of 6 people found the following review helpful.
Extremely Enjoyable Wagner Overview!
By A Customer
For those new to the world of Richard Wagner, this book provides a delightful overview. Starting with an
introduction to the Wagner phenomenon (in which no one is ambivalent...you either love Wagner or hate
him), proceeding through a biographical sketch, then on to studies of the major operas, CD and book
recommendations, and much more, this book will serve as an excellent springboard to deeper studies. I
would have like to have seen more discussion of leitmotiv, simply because it is so integral to understanding
Wagner, but that information is certainly available in more detail elsewhere...particularly on the Cooke CD.
Perhaps the best thing about this book is that it avoids the snobbery that is so often found in Wagner
discussions...it even serves as a guide to understanding the different types of Wagner fans and their diverse
(to put it mildly) opinions.
This book reveals that Richard Wagner was one of the world's great geniuses, despite his many bizarre and
distasteful characteristics...but then again, perhaps it merely confirms the old adage that the line between
genius and insanity is precariously thin.
This book is highly recomended.

7 of 8 people found the following review helpful.



Berger is King of Wagnerite Valhalla
By C. M Mills
American humorist Mark Twain wryly obeserved, "Wagner's operas are not as bad as they sound!" With wit,
warmth, expertise and instructions on rest room breaks this book will enterain you! Berger is a musician and
linguist who is able to explain the byzantinian plots of Wagnerian opera with simplicyh, conciseness and
humor. As an opera fan with a general knowledge of Wagner I found the book useful. Useful because:
1. He has a good plot synopsis of each major Wagner opera
2. He gives a brief but adequate sketch of the life of the titatnic German anti-semtic genius.
3. Berger includes the best books, CD's and videos for the neophyte as well as the experienced fan of a
titanic but flawed genius. Relish Berger's witty style as you learn more about a great artist. Highly
recommended.

9 of 12 people found the following review helpful.
Bravo for Berger as he explores the Bayreuth Genius.
By C. M Mills
By all accounts Richard Wagner was an antisemtic bigot who practiced the art of adultery, seduction and
other nefarious activities in nineteenth century Europe. He was also a musical genius who revolutionized the
staid world of opera.
William Berger gives the reader a guide written in a popular, witty yet erudite style which enchants as it
enterains.
Berger provides us with plot summaries of the major Wagner operas while adding chapters dealing with
everything from a bibliograpy of valuable books on Wagner; a chapter on Wagner on CD's and even when to
plan for bathroom breaks during interminable evenings of Wagner watching in the theatre!
I found his description of the ambience at Bayreuth to be a fascinating glimpse of the mecca for all true
Wagnerites making the pilgrimage to the shirne of the Master.
This book will be a welcome addition to newcomers to the art of Wagner as well as seasoned operagoers.
I will keep this book on my shelf for easy access while whiling away Saturday afternoons tuned in to the Met
or enjoying an evening of Tristan and Isolde on my Bose radio.
Berger is readable and opinionated. This book comes highly recommended by this reviewer.

See all 34 customer reviews...
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all points, you can often open up and also read the soft documents of the Wagner Without Fear: Learning To
Love--and Even Enjoy--Opera's Most Demanding Genius By William Berger Obviously, it's unless your
phone is available. You could likewise make or save it in your laptop computer or computer that eases you to
check out Wagner Without Fear: Learning To Love--and Even Enjoy--Opera's Most Demanding Genius By
William Berger.
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